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Plans to Develop Teaching and Learning and the Provision of 

Work for Pupils who are Self-Isolating 

Further to my letter to parents last week, I would like to start once again by congratulating all of our pupils on the way they 

have settled back into school life. It was always our plan to welcome as many pupils as possible back into lessons, as soon as 

possible, and I am delighted to report that we achieved this so soon. It has been a pleasure hearing the Welsh language on 

the corridors and in classrooms once again, as has seeing so many of our pupils back enjoying their lessons.  

Unfortunately, due to the current situation with regards to the local lockdown in Caerphilly, the return to school hasn’t been 

without disruption to some of our pupils. I would like to extend my thanks to these pupils, along with their families, for the 

co-operation, understanding and patience that they have shown as we try to best manage and plan a continuity in their 

education, whilst also limiting the transmission of the virus within our community. 

I write to you, in the interest of  full transparency, to provide further details on the exciting work that we are currently doing 

to develop our teaching and learning and distance learning strategies, along with the steps that we have been taking, and 

are planning to take, to innovate this  practice during the first half term of this academic year. 

Since the start of the lockdown period, all teachers in the school have been using the school’s Google Classroom digital 

learning platform to provide work to pupils when they are unable to physically attend school. During this period, staff have 

begun innovating and experimenting with different forms of video streaming techniques, including the use of pre-recorded 

videos e.g. to introduce tasks to pupils. Simply hearing a teacher’s voice, through a voiceover Powerpoint or 5 minute 

instructional video proved to have many benefits, not least with regards to providing reassurance to pupils as they engaged 

in their work.  

Teachers further developed their competence in these various blended learning techniques during the three weeks that the 

school  re-opened, prior to the Summer Holidays. During this period, certain year groups received live streaming lessons for 

their core subjects, whereby teachers broadcast lessons from the school site to a number of classrooms at a time, with pupils 

present and  socially distanced. Whilst this isn’t a full substitute for having teachers present, in class, it certainly proved to 

be a successful teaching technique under the circumstances. 

It is at this point, that I think it would be worthwhile highlighting, that whilst there are many distinct advantages to the various 

different methods of streaming lessons, there are a number of quite substantial barriers that simply do not allow us to do 

this for every single lesson, when situations arise whereby pupils are unable to be present in school. These barriers include: 

- Safeguarding (pupils and staff) implications and the recommendation that two teachers are present for any live streaming 

lesson. Obviously this causes significant staffing problems. 

- There are technological limitations to the devices available to school staff. At present, school staff only have access to 

PC’s in classrooms that do not have  microphones and cameras. The school does not have the financial resources to 

provide a laptop to each member of staff so we are currently investigating the possibility of upgrading our current PC’s to 

include microphones and cameras in order for them to be used as streaming devices from the school site. This will come 

at significant cost. 

- The school is currently awaiting delivery of a large order of IT equipment as part of the EdTech programme. This has been 

delayed for reasons outside our control and we are not expecting this until November. Whilst this alone will not solve 

many of the barriers to live streaming lessons, it will certainly help us plan our way forward. 

- Many pupils do not have their own appropriate devices (e.g. laptop, PC or tablet) to use at home  

- The requirement that any streaming lesson would need to be broadcast from the school site, using a school issued device, 

(and not a teacher’s personal device) with pupils either present at school or in a communal area of their homes. (again, it 

is recommended that in circumstances when pupils are at home, two teachers are involved in the streaming to ensure 

the safeguarding of all.) 

Whilst many of these barriers are a source of frustration to the school, I firmly believe that our current in school teaching 

and learning and distant learning strategies, are an area of strength, but as with all  of our other practices, we would like to 

reassure parents,  that we are continually looking to improve these in order to ensure the best possible education for all 

pupils.  
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In the interests of full clarity, I would like to outline what we are aiming to achieve with regards to the provision of work 

when pupils, or members of staff, would need to self-isolate: 

1. Individual pupils need to self isolate with the rest of the class still in school – work will be provided on Google 

Classroom as soon as possible. (Please note - that under these circumstances teachers will be in school teaching 

during the day and whilst they will make every effort to upload tasks as soon as possible, it will not be possible for 

them to communicate with those pupils that are self-isolating during the day.) 

2. Whole classes or year groups need to self-isolate - work will be provided via a combination of  tasks uploaded to 

Google Classroom and pre-recorded videos/live streaming in certain lessons. This will take place during the slot for 

that particular lesson as per the pupils’ timetables.  

3. Teacher need to self-isolate - work will be provided via a combination of  tasks uploaded to Google Classroom, pre-

recorded videos, (where appropriate) and tasks set in class with a cover teacher. 

It goes without saying that planning to provide work for some groups of pupils that are present in school, at the same time 

as other groups that are at home, self-isolating , is presenting a particular challenge to all schools in Wales at the moment. 

Whilst I am satisfied with the progress that Cwm Rhymni have made in relation to this, I would like to take this opportunity 

to highlight that a task of this magnitude is not something that can be done overnight. I would therefore urge all parents and 

guardians to show patience and understanding as we plan to ensure the continuity of all pupils’ education during these 

unprecedented times. 

I will aim to provide further updates to parents and pupils during this half term, in order to ensure that you are kept fully 

informed on our progress in relation to this matter. 

Regards, 

 
 
Mr Webb 
Head Teacher 
 


